
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Utrecht, the Netherlands, 19 September 2019 

 
a.s.r. pensioenen starts collaboration with Stichting Lezen & Schrijven 

 
a.s.r. pensioenen starts a collaboration with Stichting Lezen & Schrijven (Reading & Writing 
Foundation). The launch of the collaboration is a donation of 20,000 euro. This sum has been released 
from pensions amounting to less than 2 euro, which expired on 1 January 2019. Instead of reinvesting 
this money, a.s.r. will work together with Stichting Lezen & Schrijven to reduce the number of illiterate 
people in the Netherlands.   
 

In the Netherlands, 2.5 million adults have great difficulty in reading, writing and/or with arithmetic. As a result, 
they often find it difficult to work on a computer, tablet or smartphone. This group includes approximately 
750,000 employees. Low literacy has a major impact on their personal lives. People who are not good at 
reading and writing are less likely to find a job, often live less healthily and have less control over money 
matters. People with low literacy levels also often find it difficult to understand their pension. Stichting Lezen & 
Schrijven and its partners ensure that as many people as possible in the Netherlands can read, write, do 
arithmetic and have digital skills.  
 
With the support of a.s.r. pensioenen, Stichting Lezen & Schrijven will be working in the near future to reach 
more illiterate employees.  

 
Folkert Pama, Director Customer Services at a.s.r. pensioenen: ‘We have found a true partner in Stichting 
Lezen & Schrijven, who are also an advocate of making people self-reliant, one of a.s.r.’s missions. It goes 
without saying that we make every effort to keep pension communication comprehensible, as we know that 
many people have difficulty with this. Our collaboration with the Foundation will hopefully contribute to that’.   
 
Geke van Velzen, director and officer of Stichting Lezen & Schrijven: ‘For Stichting Lezen & Schrijven, 
collaboration with the business community is an essential part of our approach to illiteracy. With organisations 
like a.s.r., we can achieve more to reduce and prevent illiteracy. We very much look forward to a long and 
successful collaboration.   
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About a.s.r. 
ASR Nederland N.V. (a.s.r.) ranks among the top 3 insurers in the Netherlands. a.s.r. offers products and services in the 
fields of insurance, pensions and mortgages to consumers, self-employed people and companies. In addition, a.s.r. is 
active as an asset manager for third parties. a.s.r. is listed on Euronext Amsterdam and is included in the AEX Index. For 
more information, please visit www.asrnederland.nl. 
 
About Stichting Lezen & Schrijven 
In the Netherlands, 2.5 million adults have difficulty in reading, writing and/or with arithmetic. This has a major impact on 
their personal life. If you are unable to read and write properly, you will have more difficulty finding a job, you will be less 
able to live a healthy life and you will have less of a grip on your money.  
 
So language makes you stronger. That is why Stichting Lezen & Schrijven, together with its partners, ensures that as 
many people as possible in the Netherlands can read, write, do arithmetic and have digital skills. By supporting hundreds 
of organisations with education, research, (teaching) materials, advice and campaigns. And by making illiteracy the subject 
of discussion among politicians and the public at large.   
 
Because our society becomes stronger if everyone can participate. 
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Disclaimer 
The terms of this disclaimer ('Disclaimer') apply to this press release of ASR Nederland N.V. and all ASR legal vehicles 
and businesses operating in the Netherlands ('ASR Nederland'). Please read this Disclaimer carefully. 
 
ASR Nederland has taken all reasonable care in the reliability and accurateness of this press release. Nevertheless, it is 
possible that information contained in this message is incomplete or incorrect. The information in this press release may 
also be (partly) based on beliefs, assumptions and expectations of future performance, taking into account information that 
was available to ASR Nederland at the moment of drafting of this document ASR Nederland warns that the information 
could entail certain risks and uncertainties, as also referred to in the Risk Factors section in recent public disclosures made 
by ASR Nederland, so that the actual results of ASR Nederland could differ from the information in this document. ASR 
Nederland does not accept liability for any damage resulting from this press release in case the information in this press 
release is incorrect or incomplete. 
 

 


