
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Utrecht, the Netherlands, 18 December 2025 

 

a.s.r. launches VR prevention tool for a safer construction sector 
 

Working at height involves significant risks; it is the leading cause of workplace accidents in 
construction, often with serious consequences for professionals and their families. To make these 
risks tangible, a.s.r. has introduced an innovative VR prevention tool. This tool enables 
professionals to experience realistic scenarios that clearly show what can go wrong when working 
at height. With this tool, a.s.r. contributes to a safer construction sector, with awareness and 
prevention as the bedrock. 
 
At a.s.r., more than half of the claims burden on business liability insurance relates to personal injury. Over 
30% of these claims come from the construction sector. The growth in solar panel installations has further 
increased the number of fall incidents in recent years. Employers do everything they can to create a safe 
working environment, yet in practice it remains impossible to eliminate all risks completely. 
In collaboration with VR Owl, a.s.r. has therefore developed unique software using virtual reality. 
 
In a digital environment, realistic scenarios are simulated across five modules: working at height, working 
on scaffolding, working with a ladder, working on a roof, and working with solar panels. Through a VR 
headset, the prevention tool allows professionals to experience what happens when they make a wrong 
judgement or fail to comply with safety regulations. 
 
The VR headsets and software program are made available on loan to construction companies via their 
insurance adviser. Together with advisers, a.s.r. ensures that customers become familiar with the tool. 
 
Michael Helmer, deputy director of commercial lines p&c at a.s.r.: ‘Because we know that many accidents 
occur in construction, agriculture, and industry, we looked for ways to make professionals more aware of 
the risks. Experience shows that seeing and feeling makes an impression: a colleague falling from a roof, 
the sensation of falling yourself, or a construction component hitting your head. With this VR experience, 
the consequences of a wrong choice become tangible. Our prevention advisers and account managers 
show advisers and construction companies how the VR headset works, so they can use it themselves. In 
this way, we work together to create a safer workplace. If we can protect even one family from the 
consequences of a fall, that is already a successful outcome for us.’ 
 
 
Note to editor:  
According to figures from the Labour Inspectorate, falls are the leading cause of workplace accidents. In 2024, they accounted for 
35% of all workplace accidents. Construction, agriculture, and industry are the most high-risk sectors. Source: Workplace Accidents 
Monitor 2024. 
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About a.s.r.  
ASR Nederland N.V. (a.s.r.) is the second-largest insurer in the Netherlands. a.s.r. helps its customers 
share risks and build up capital for the future. We do this with services and products that are good for 
today, tomorrow and always, in the fields of insurance, pensions and mortgages for consumers, businesses 
and employers. a.s.r. is also active as an asset manager for third parties. a.s.r. is listed on Euronext 
Amsterdam and is included in the AEX Index. For more information, please visit www.asrnl.com.  
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Disclaimer 
The terms of this disclaimer ('Disclaimer') apply to this press release of ASR Nederland N.V. and all ASR legal vehicles 
and businesses operating in the Netherlands ('ASR Nederland'). Please read this Disclaimer carefully. 
 
ASR Nederland has taken all reasonable care in the reliability and accurateness of this press release. Nevertheless, it 
is possible that information contained in this message is incomplete or incorrect. The information in this press release 
may also be (partly) based on beliefs, assumptions and expectations of future performance, taking into account 
information that was available to ASR Nederland at the moment of drafting of this document ASR Nederland warns that 
the information could entail certain risks and uncertainties, as also referred to in the Risk Factors section in recent 
public disclosures made by ASR Nederland, so that the actual results of ASR Nederland could differ from the 
information in this document. ASR Nederland does not accept liability for any damages resulting from this press 
release in case the information in this press release is incorrect or incomplete. 
 

 


