
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Utrecht, 30 June 2026 

 
a.s.r. publishes research into the slavery past of its legal predecessors 
and offers apologies 
 

a.s.r. today publishes the findings of historical research it commissioned into the colonial and 

slavery past of its legal predecessors. The research shows that legal predecessors of a.s.r. were 

involved in, and helped enable, the colonial and slavery system. They insured slave ships, colonial 

commodity flows and commercial interests directly connected to slavery and forced labour. Ingrid 

de Swart, CEO of a.s.r., today offers apologies for this on behalf of a.s.r. 

 

The research, which was carried out at the request of a.s.r. between 2023 and 2026 by historical research 

agency Stad en Bedrijf, shows that its oldest legal predecessor, Stad Rotterdam, concluded a total of 236 

insurance policies on 167 transports of enslaved people between 1720 and 1802.  

As an insurer, Stad Rotterdam enabled both large and small slave traders to limit their financial risks. In 

doing so, Stad Rotterdam facilitated the trade of enslaved people from Africa. This was not a matter of 

incidental involvement; the insurer was part of the system of slave trading and profited from the exploitation 

of enslaved people. 

 

In addition, the research describes how other legal predecessors of a.s.r. were intertwined with the colonial 

system in what is now Indonesia. For example, four other legal predecessors were connected to the 

Cultivation System well into the nineteenth century. They were involved in the trade in opium and in forced 

labour at coffee and sugar locations. 

 

Today, the report was presented by Stad en Bedrijf to CEO Ingrid de Swart and former CEO Jos Baeten  

who commissioned the research at the time. 

 

Ingrid de Swart, CEO a.s.r.: ‘The research provides insight into a painful chapter in our history. Our legal 

predecessors contributed to a system that inflicted severe injustice on so many people. a.s.r. offers its 

apologies for this. We face our past and take responsibility for its meaning in the present and the future. 

The publication of this research marks the starting point for further dialogue and research into how we can 

give meaningful substance to our apologies.’ 

 

In the coming period, a.s.r. will also organise several dialogue sessions with those involved. More 

information and the full research report are available on the website. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.asrnl.com/about-asr/slavery-past
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About a.s.r.  

ASR Nederland N.V. (a.s.r.) is the second-largest insurer in the Netherlands. a.s.r. helps its customers share risks and 

build up capital for the future. We do this with services and products that are good for today, tomorrow and always, in 

the fields of insurance, pensions and mortgages for consumers, businesses and employers. a.s.r. is also active as an 

asset manager for third parties. a.s.r. is listed on Euronext Amsterdam and is included in the AEX Index. For more 

information, please visit www.asrnl.com     

 

Disclaimer 

The terms of this disclaimer ('Disclaimer') apply to this press release of ASR Nederland N.V. and all ASR legal vehicles 

and businesses operating in the Netherlands ('ASR Nederland'). Please read this Disclaimer carefully. 

 

ASR Nederland has taken all reasonable care in the reliability and accurateness of this press release. Nevertheless, it 

is possible that information contained in this message is incomplete or incorrect. The information in this press release 

may also be (partly) based on beliefs, assumptions and expectations of future performance, taking into account 

information that was available to ASR Nederland at the moment of drafting of this document ASR Nederland warns that 

the information could entail certain risks and uncertainties, as also referred to in the Risk Factors section in recent 

public disclosures made by ASR Nederland, so that the actual results of ASR Nederland could differ from the 

information in this document. ASR Nederland does not accept liability for any damages resulting from this press 

release in case the information in this press release is incorrect or incomplete. 
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